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PM: This is Penny Messinger. Today is April 7th , 1987. I'm interviewing Wilburn Triplett
at his home in Salt Rock. Where are you from originally?
WT: Well, Penny, I would say my roots are in Lincoln County, and was born on a farm, in a little

place that's called Fall Creek. I lived there until I went to college. And then from the farm we
moved to this little, just a village, Pleasant View, which was located where Guyan Valley High
School is.
PM: In Lincoln County. (WT: Yes) What's your current occupation? (WT: Teacher) Where at?
WT: Charles Yeager Career Center at Hamlin.
PM: Also in Lincoln County? (WT: Right) Tell me a little bit about your career.

WT: Well, Penny, for 39 years I have been mainly teaching. When I graduated from Marshall I

taught at Guyan Valley High School for two and a half years. Then the Korean War broke out.
And I went in the service for two years. I came back to Guyan Valley and then, in 1960, I went to
Miami, Florida, and I taught at Horace Mann Junior High School in Miami, Florida for four years.
Then I came back to Guyan Valley. And in 1978, I transferred to the .. .we called it the vocational
school then. And I'm still there. And all of this time I mainly taught mathematics or business
subjects.

PM: What was your degree in from Marshall?
WT: My AB was in mathematics and business administration. Then after the Korean War, I went

back on the GI Bill and did a masters in educational administration and supervision with a minor
in social studies. And since then, I have done forty-five hours above my masters. It has been a
scattering of mathematics, business and vocational education.
PM: When did you start to Marshall?
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WT: 1944. The fall of 1944.

PM: Where did you go to high school?
WT: Guyan Valley High School at Branchland. That was between 1940 and 1944.

PM: How long ... how many years did you attend Marshall?
WT: Well, the first time I just went four straight years with the summers off

PM: And you graduated in 1948?
WT: 1948, right, June, I believe it was.

PM: How did you fund your education?
WT: Well, my father was a World War I veteran. And of course, like I told you, we lived on a
farm. And Dad had his left arm shot off in the 1st World War and as a result of that, he received a
small pension. And it was through that, taking part of the money that Dad got from his pension,
they sent me to college. My folks paid for it.

PM: Did you have any jobs while you were at Marshall?
WT: No. I was very fortunate that I didn't have to work. But it didn't take a lot of money back
then either. [chuckles]

PM: How much did you pay for tuition?
WT: As well as I can remember, Penny, tuition was thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents. It might
have been $37.75 .

PM: Was that the whole time you were there?
WT: It might have varied a couple of dollars. But I don't remember ever paying $40. I
remember my senior year I lived in Hodges Hall, had a private room. And uh, for a semester the
room cost $50. And it was twelve dollars and a half a month. We ate in the dining hall. And for
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a semester our meal tickets cost $90. That was-, that came out to about a dollar a day.

PM: Tell me what an average day at Marshall would be like. Starting from the beginning,
continuing all the way through.
W T: Okay, let's see.. ... Well, if you lived in the dorm, of course you had to get up and get ready

for the day and go to the dining hall and eat, come back, brush your teeth, grab your books, and
run, try to make that 8 o'clock class and always give yourself about five minutes to get from
Hodges Hall to Old Main. And uh ... you know, you just went to your classes. And of course,
you'd have a lunch break. And then when classes were over, we usually loafed at the Student
Union some. And then there had to be some time for study. And movies were a great thing then,
too . We downtown to the movies ... that night. But just a typical day, as I remember, you know,
you took your classes seriously. Never cut classes. I can't tell you anything fascinating about
typical days. Just going to class and going to eat. Or going to the Student Union awhile.

PM: Is that pretty typical of all the students?
W T: Well, the crowd I run with I think it was.

PM: Okay. What kind of classes did you take?
WT: Well, as I told you, I majored in mathematics. And at that time, you know, as a freshman

you started out college algebra. I'll tell you an interesting little incident, though. I decided to
major in mathematics. But in high school I had not had geometry. So as a freshman I took my
college algebra. But then I couldn' t take my solid geometry until I'd had geometry. So my
sophomore year I had to go over to Marshall High School, or Marshall Lab School, as they called
it and sit with a class of high school sophomores for one year, taking plain geometry. Then, when
I got to be junior, I had to finish up my major, by taking my trip, solid geometry, and analytical
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geometry and two courses of calculus. But I had to make up that geometry.
PM : Did that many students have to do ... have to take make-up classes like that?
WT: No, I think it was just because I had decided to do math as a major. But I had skipped plain

geometry in high school. And you could do that, because there was a high school there on
campus at the time.
PM: Did you fit in pretty well with the kids there?
W T: Well, I would say yes. Because I graduated from high school when I was only fifteen. And

so, at that time, as a sophomore I would have been sixteen. And for high school sophomores, it's
not too big of an age difference.
PM: So how old were you when you started Marshall?
WT: Fifteen.
PM: Fifteen. And how old were you when you graduated?
WT: Nineteen.
PM: That's pretty young.
WT: I think where I probably got ahead, Penny, was you know, this place where we both know is

a wonderful place is Fall Creek. And as a child, I went to a one-room school, we always said in
the head of Fall Creek. And I really think sometimes that see, one teacher had all eight grades.
And she had to go through all subjects in all eight grades every day. And uh, ifl was the only kid
in the second grade, I think they just promoted me on to the third grade so they wouldn't have to
fool with me in the second grade, so I'd be up there with two other kids. And so, I got three
double promotions in grade school. And so I started to high school when I was eleven in the
ninth grade, and finished when I was fifteen. It must not been too bad, because I did graduate
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valedictorian.

PM: This school you went to, the grade school, how many children attended, on the average?
WT: Oh, probably I'll say between fifteen and twenty. I remember we had four rows of seats and
you know, maybe five or six seats in a row.

PM: And it went through eight grades? Right?
WT: Yeah, all eight grades ...in a one-room school. But I've always said, there's some good
points to that. Because I always thought that like when you were younger, you heard the older
children having their lessons. And I think you learn from them. So when you got to that grade,
you know, you were ready for it. And some of the stories that they had read in their reading, we
had sat there and listened to 'em. And so when we got in that grade, we sort of knew what that
story was about. I've sat there and watched the older children work problems on the board. And
you pick up a lot of advanced stuff that way. I tell the kids today, I can visualize our library. It
was a little bench over in the corner of the room. And I think I teacher made a trip to Hamlin,
which was a county seat, maybe once every six weeks. And we'd get us some books. And of
course, we'd read 'em and read 'em and try to read as many as we could before she took 'em
back. Then she'd get us some new ones. And there might be a dozen, eighteen books, on that
little bench. That was our library.

PM: Were there many people at your high school that were the same age that you were?
WT: That particular year there were three ofus, I remember. Avonell Hilton, she graduated at

fifteen, and a nickname Corky Tolls. Her name was really Bernadine, I believe. She graduated at
fifteen. Avonell went on to make teacher. She's teaching math at Guyan Valley now, I believe.
(PM: Avonell Cummings now) Yeah, she's Avonell Cummings today. Corky happens to be
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secretary at Harts High School. It was not uncommon in that day, Penny, to get double
promotions, if you can do the work.

PM: So you didn't feel too out of place being a lot younger than the others.

Or did you?

WT: I don't think in high school I realized it as much as I did in college. Academically I could

keep up with, you know, most of 'em. Socially I was a little young in college. When you're
fifteen and the freshman girls are eighteen, [laughing] you know, you're a little young to ask for
dates and things. So uh, I believe it was in my sophomore year I pledged a fraternity. At that
time it was Alpha Kappa Pi. And then Alpha Kappa Pi merged with Alpha Sigma Phi, oh,
probably my junior, senior year. I can't remember when. But I know we had to tum in our
fraternity pins and get new ones. But I think it was through the fraternity that I enjoyed social life
at Marshall. And with your fraternity brothers, you ... you really had some good friends. And I'm
quite sure that that's a first time I had attended a formal dance, you know, with tuxedos and the
shirts with studs and cufflinks and uh.... You must remember that during most of my high school
years and part of my college years it was during World War II. And having taught now for 39
years and looking at the way young people today expect the end of the school year to be the
proms, the senior trips, during World War II gasoline was rationed. And it was hard to come by.
And I can remember our senior trip. Our senior trip was in the back of a truck with hay and we
went to Camden Park. And to us that was a big thing. But then, in those days, we also had
junior/senior banquets. And we did manage to have a banquet at one of the hotels in Huntington.
I think it was at the Prichard, probably. It was very nice. These are some of the things a farm boy
remembers.

PM: Well, wasn't the fraternity a little bit reluctant to accept you being so young?
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WT: No, not at all. I...I waited until I was a sophomore. And during the first year that I was

there, you know, you made friends. And I was ...I remember Sammy the Soul. He was from New
York and he was a member of the fraternity and he asked me ifl was interested in pledging a
fraternity and they would like to have me. And I'm glad I did. It was, as I said, it was good for
me socially. Fraternities also like to keep grade point averages up. They might have just wanted
me for that. [laughing] I don't know.

PM: What was your grade point average through college?
WT: Well, I usually made the Dean's list. But to come right out to a decimal, I can't. ..! can't

remember. Maybe a 3.72 or something like that. It wasn't straight A's.

PM: Okay. You said you lived in the dorms part of the time.
WT: Okay, when I first started, as a freshman, my sister, who is next older than I, she was

working at Sylvania, which was making some kind of products for the war effort, I can't
remember, radio tubes or something. And uh, so she had an apartment, I stayed with her my
freshman year. And uh, seemed like it was about Fourth Street or something, and I rode a bus to
school. You had to go up town and transfer to the bus to go up Third Avenue. You could go up
Third Avenue then, Penny. And you could come down Fifth! They were both two ways. I can
always remember in the wintertime, transferring buses at Walgreen's. That's the coldest comer I
the world, I think, in the wintertime. (PM: Where? Which ... ?) It's not Walgreen's now. It's the
comer of Fourth Avenue and Ninth Street.

PM: Down around the plaza.
WT: Yes, I don't know what's on that comer now.

PM: I don't know either. I can't remember, I can't visualize it.
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WT: My sophomore and junior year I stayed with my grandmother in Guyandotte. The

sophomore and junior years I stayed with my grandmother in Guyandotte, because my sister got
married. And then I rode the city bus from there to school and back. And then it was senior year
that I decided to move in the dorms and stay on campus. Oh, by the way, speaking of costs. I
think I paid my grandmother twenty dollar s a month, and that included room and board, and
laundry, you know, just make yourself at home. [chuckles]
PM: Did that pretty well cover your expenses? Or was it the generosity of her heart?

WT: Well, that was, she certainly didn't make any money, I'm sure. Then on the weekends, you

always packed your suitcase and headed for the bus station and went home on the weekends.
And when I first, I'll say especially during my freshman year, you' d go ... I'd go home on Friday,
and come back on Sunday. And of course, we always called it the Logan bus. It was Trailways, I
guess it was. And uh,
PM: It went from here to Logan? (WT: Yes) from Huntington to Logan?

WT: Yes, from Huntington to Logan. And an awful lot of college students out our way would

ride home. And during the war the bus was really crowded. Penny, I've stood up many times in
the aisle. Then I would bring my clothes home. That's what my suitcase was packed with, my
dirty clothes, bring home to Mom to wash. And looking back, my mother, really, I think she
really sacrificed a lot. Because living on the farm, we had no electricity or gas. And Morn would
have to heat water, maybe down at the creek bank, if it was weather permitting, and wash down
there. And uh, in the wintertime, washed in the house, in the tub . Then if it, weather permitting,
and we were fortunate to have an old Maytag gasoline washer on the front porch. But still she
had to heat the irons on a coal stove, you know, iron my clothes, shirts, with a flat iron. And
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that's mostly how I went to college. Bringing my clothes home, Mom washing and ironing,
putting them back in, taking them back. But uh, I always felt like I was as well dressed as
anybody else down there.

PM: A gasoline Maytag washing machine?
WT: Yeah. The washing machine had a motor like in your day like a lawn mower. Only gosh, I

remember you had to pump it to get it started. It had a spark plug. And it had a gasoline motor.
And I remember, gosh, everybody on Fall Creek knew when Mother washed, because you could
hear that thing for a mile. [laughing]

PM: How many brothers and sisters did you have?
WT: There's six ofus.

PM: How many of them are older than you are?
WT: Three older and three younger.

PM: How many of them went to college?
WT: My oldest sister went to college. And she had, she had graduated while I was in high

school. So I've always thought that probably inspired me to go . The others went to business
school, or my brother, Bobby, went to electrical school. He's an electrician today for the Dade
County Board of Education in Miami, Florida. My brother, James went in the war, 2nd World
War, while I was in college, I believe it was. No, he went in while I was in high school; he came
out when I was in college.

PM: Is he older than you? (WT: Yeah) Oh, he had, I guess he would have had to have been.
Okay. You lived in the dorms. Which dorm ... .(WT: Hodges) ..you said Hodges Hall.
That was the only dorm for male students then, wasn't it?
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WT: Let's see ... .Laidley, that was for girls, Hodges was for boys. But at the time, Penny, there
was a part of Old Main (PM: College Hall) yeah, that was for boys. (PM: For boys?) Yeah, at
that time. Because I remember some of my fraternity brothers lived there.

PM: I wasn't aware of that. Which part was it? I know that part of it was called College Hall
and it was used as a girl's dorm.

WT: Okay, now back in the '40's .... and this might have been .... remember the 2nd World War was
over, you know, like in 1945. And after that, the college was really flooded with veterans. There
was a lot of veterans came back. And it might have been that they turned it into a boy's dorm
then. I really don't remember when. But I can remember going there, you know, some of my
fraternity brothers lived there. I don't remember the girls .. .I'm sure the girls didn't live there
then. There was no such thing as a mixed dorm. That would have been unheard of. The girls
lived then in Laidley Hall, I believe it was called.

PM: Which years are we talking about here?
WT: Uh, '46, 47. Along in there, I think.

PM: Okay. What kind of regulations did you have when you were living in the dorm?
WT: Not too strict on the boys.

PM: What kind of. .. did you have an hour or a certain time you had to be in, a certain hour?
WT: I cannot remember that the boys did. The girls did. If you had a date with someone who
lived in Laidley Hall, you always had to remember they had to be in, this has been a long time ago,
Penny, I can't remember. I'd say during the week like at 9 o'clock, maybe on the weekends at
11 . If you had a college dance, you had to get special permission like to keep your date out to 12.
They locked the doors. They couldn't get in. [chuckles] But in Hodges, I can' t remember that we
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several classes, you know, maybe to the same professor. And they at least knew your name. You
were not a number. They knew your name. I always felt like I could go in and sit down and talk
with them, if I had special problems with the class.
PM : Did you ever do that?

WT: Yes, mmm-hmm. And you know, they had offices and you just made appointments, ifyou

were having a little difficulty with something. You know, maybe with a research paper or
something you wanted to talk to them about it. And they were very nice to talk to. You know, I
have some good memories of some college professors.
PM: Who sticks out in your mind?

WT: In mathematics, a lady, Miss [inaudible] .. ..she was an excellent teacher. Very down to

earth. And college mathematics, to me, was not the easiest thing in the world. It was very
difficult. But I was determined to major in math. And Miss [inaudible], she made it so plain, it
was, you couldn't help but learn. I remember Dr. Wolford, in the business department, such a
fine gentleman. And the English department, Miss Flowers, she was great. I remember I had
freshman English with her. Wrote my first term paper. Because we didn't write one in high
school. I never will forget my subject, or why I picked it, I don't know. I wrote a term paper on
education in China during the war. Turned out to be interesting. But why I picked it I can't
remember. I had American Literature with Miss Flowers. She was good. Dr. Davis in social
studies. Later, I believe this was in graduate school, but I remember Dr. Toole as being a great
history professor. He made history so interesting. Physical education, I can remember Tom
[inaudible].... I think Dr. Newsome, who was my critic teaching for student teaching, he stands
out in my mind as being one of the greatest teachers. This is odd that, I told you about having to
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had any restrictions. As you know, to the hours. We were pretty free to come and go.

PM: Did you have to make the arrangements for keeping your date out late?
W T : No, I can't remember that I did. I think she did, with the house mother. As long as she

knew she was going to have a date in advance, you know.

PM: Okay. Was there any kind of a house parent?
WT: Yes, we had a house mother. Very, very nice. We called her a house mother at the dorm.
She was very nice. If you had any problems, you could go talk to her about 'em, about
housekeeping or.. .. But otherwise, we always knew she was there. But, you know, she'd let us
alone, as long as we came back by ourselves, like we ought to .

PM: Okay. What can you tell me about the food you had in the dorm? (WT: When I lived in the
dorms?) Mmm-hmm.

WT: Penny, I'm probably one of the few people in history that thinks dining hall food was good.
Really, I didn' t really complain that much about the food . A lot of people did. But I think a lot of
it goes back to growing up on a farm. And you know, it's like whatever Mom had to cook, she
cooked and that's what we eat. And you didn't complain too much, because that's all there was.
And I think I've always, I grew up with that attitude maybe towards going to the table. You
know, you' re thankful for what you had. You ate it. I had no complaints about the dorm food.
But a lot of the kids did.

PM: What kind of relation ... relations were there between faculty and students? How would you
describe them?

WT: I think when I went, Penny, there was a lot less students on campus. And uh, I think that
you got to know your professors more on a one to one basis, than maybe you do now. I took
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go to the lab school and do geometry. And then when I was a senior, I went back to the lab
school and did student teaching in geometry. And so, I got a good background in geometry.

END OF SIDE 1 - BEGIN SIDE 2 - TAPE 1
WT: Well, those of some of the ones I remember. I remember Dr. Smith, who was president of

the college at, like my senior year. He was really another I call down to earth guy. I remember
that I believe it was at our winter formal, our fraternity dance, and on the way home, anyhow,
there was an accident. One of my fraternity brothers was killed in a car accident. And he was
from Kermit. And I know the day of the funeral Dr. Smith took his car, took some ofus
fraternity boys to Kermit to the funeral. I thought that was very nice. Otherwise, I couldn't have
gone. I had no way to go. But uh... . Well, those of some of the ones I remember like right off
hand. I'm sure there's others.

PM: Okay. How would you describe the relationship you had with your advisor?
WT: Penny, this is terrible for me stay. I cannot remember having an advisor. Do you think we

didn't have them back in those days?

PM: I don't know. [laughter]
WT: I think that.. .I think .. .it runs in my mind that I was going to the dean of the teacher's college,

you know, maybe for, you know, to make sure I was taking the right subjects in the right order
that I should have. You would go in there and check. My mind is blank. IfI had an advisor, I
can't remember it. Isn' t that awful? Now, in graduate school I did. I remember Dr. Woods was
my advisor for my graduate work.

PM: Let's talk some about the Model School, the lab school. (WT: Okay) Did you ever see any
of the students you attended the geometry class with outside of class?
-14-

WT: No. I was the only college student sitting in the geometry class. And I don't know if they

looked at me as a college student or what. But there were, I never did see 'em socially or
anything of that nature. I might have seen or spoke to them. But not socially.
PM: But they knew you were a college student?

WT: Right, they knew I was a freak sitting in there. No. I think they knew I hadn't had
geometry and I think that they accepted that fact. When I did my student teaching, those kids
were sophomores. And see, Marshall High had a basketball team at that time. So I remember
like the next year, when I went to Guyan Valley as a teacher, and we played Marshall High
School. And I remember a lot of my students came to the game and I got to see some of them
again. It was very nice.
PM: They remembered you.

WT: Oh, yeah, I was their geometry teacher.
PM: Are you still in contact with any of the people you knew in your fraternity?

WT: No, not really, Penny, I guess it's been too many years. We didn't stay in touch. I stay in, I
stay in touch with several boys I was in the Army with, and that's odd. Because I went in service
in 1951, which in only like two years and a half after I graduated from college. But uh, seems like
there was an extra friendship that grew out of being in service, your Army buddies. And I still
keep in touch with several of those. But a couple of years ago, my wife and little girl and I went
to Myrtle Beach. And I have a good friend who lives in Florence, South Carolina. And we
stopped on the way back to visit him. One summer I did some graduate work at the, it's a branch
of New York University. I was in the Catskill mountains of New York, a little town called
[inaudible]. ... and uh, another Army buddy lived in Hancock, New York, and we went down
-15-

visited with him, stayed with him. My wife was with me at the time. She went with me to New
York to school. And there was a special friendship, seems like, grew out of the Army buddies.
The college fraternity buddies, we've just kind of gone out of touch, I guess. I don't see them.
PM: Why did you decide to join the fraternity?
WT: Penny, I think that it was the thing to do. It made you .. .I can look back now and say this. It

made you feel like a big man on campus, if you had a fraternity pin. You, maybe it was just in
your own mind. But you felt like, you know, you were up on the social ladder a little. And the
fraternities, they were the ones who had the informal dances and formal dances. And it seemed
like if you really wanted to take part in things socially, joining a fraternity was the thing to do.
And I'm really glad I did. I think it helped me a lot. But you don't have too many formal dances
on Fall Creek. [laughing]

PM: Did most of the friends that you had that were in the fraternity, did you become friends
through the fraternity, or did you already know them before you joined?
WT: I think the majority of them, I would have to say, was throug_h the fraternity. I knew some
of them before I joined. And I think, you know, thats how come-ljoined Alpha Kappa Pi at the

time. Because I knew some of them. And they wanted, they wanted me to join, which made be
feel pretty good.

PM: Most of the friends you made in college, or most of the friends you associated with in
college, where did you meet them?
WT: Well, I'd have to say you met some of them in class. You met some of them through the

fraternity, socially at dances. You'd meet your buddy's girlfriend. And then, we hung out a lot
at the Student Union. That's where you went to have lunch sometimes, when you didn't live in
- 16-

the dorm. And I didn't live in the dorm the first three years. So I usually had lunch at the Student
Union. I had a toasted ham salad sandwich about every day.

PM: How much did it cost?
WT: Well, it probably cost a dollar fifteen cents for the sandwich and a nickel for the coke, I
1magme.

PM: What else did you do when you went to the Student Union?
WT: Well, they had a jukebox. I hardly ever danced. I wasn't that good, for one thing. And
then, during the day, I didn't think you should just get up and start jitter-bugging. Jitter-bugging
was the thing then. That was the dance that we did. A lot of people played cards. But Penny, I
never was a good card player, because my mother was very religious and she would not allow a
deck of cards in our house. I didn't know how to play cards, because we weren' t allowed to play
cards at home. And I think a lot of times if you don't learn some things growing up, you either
don't know how or you're not too interested in .. .. I have played cards since. But I'm still not too
good. But a lot of people played cards then. I remember they played Hearts a lot. Sometimes
you just sit and talk, I guess, kill time.

PM: Say we're coming in from the outside and you open a door and you look in, tell me what
you see. At the Student Union.

WT: Okay, now this is the old Student Union that's gone. (PM: The Shawkey Center) Right.
Okay, if you came in the door that would be east, this was this huge room. And like it had a
hardwood floor. There were couches around the outside the walls. I remember in the far end
there was a piano. There was a jukebox. Then there was like a little partition maybe with little
slats you could see through, and that was over at the fountain, where you could get sandwiches,
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cokes and booths. I remember that also there was a, beyond that fountain, there was probably a
couple of meeting rooms. And that's where my fraternity always had their meetings, because
during the war we did not have a house, we did not have a fraternity house. And so we ...
PM; Why not?
WT: I guess money was scarce. I don't know. But we didn't have a house. And we had our

meetings in that little room in the Student Union. Then there would be, you know, people sitting
around, talking. Sometimes somebody would be playing the piano. Mostly [inaudible]. .. folks,
smoking.
PM: Okay. Were most of your social activities connected with your fraternity? (WT: Yes) What

kind .. describe some of them to me, for me.
WT: Well, Penny, I guess one of the outstanding things would be, we'd usually have a winter

formal and a spring formal. And uh, I remember that I think maybe the first dance I rented a tux.
And uh, then I bought one. And of course, in those days, tux, there was just one kind. They
were black. That's it. And you wore white shirts. That was it. And uh, the dances were usually
at one of the country clubs. Once I remember going to the Huntington Women's Club. And
Penny, not many of us had cars at that time. You must remember that there were no cars made
from 19 like about 1942 to oh, I can't remember. It was '46, something like that, because of the
war, you know. They didn't make automobiles for civilians. So you were very lucky if one of
your fraternity brothers had a car and you and your date could go with he and his date. And
usually that's kind of the way, we doubled up, you know. Some of the boys lived in Huntington
and they could borrow their daddy's car for the night. We had some informal dances. Then
Penny, I guess one thing I remember was going out, the fraternity would maybe rent the 4H camp
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on Davis Creek. And this would just be for an informal party. But sometimes we called it a beer
party. And you know, you would buy kegs of beer. And sometimes we would have a truck with
hay in it. We'd call it going on a hay ride. And we would ride out there on the back of a truck on
the hay with your dates. And Penny, I must confess, I never could stand the taste of beer. And
today, I am fifty-eight years old and I still can't stand the taste of beer. I couldn't then. And to
be a fraternity man, I would get a mug of beer and nurse on it all evening, or if I got a chance, I'd
pour it out and act like I drunk it. But I absolutely could not stand the taste of it, and I can' t
today. It's not that uh, it's not that I am so holy. I don't mean that. Itjust...I don't like it. But
you know, that was the thing. Then the after, Saturday afternoon football games. We went to
Fairfield Stadium. And then in the winter, went to the basketball games. Before there was a
memorial center, before there was a Henderson Center, downtown there was a Arena Gardens.
And some of the games were played there. I guess one of the things I do remember was in 1947,
Marshall won the NAIB tournament. And I can even remember that the players were Andy
Toglevich. Because I sat beside Andy in so many classes because our names both started with
T's, you know. Bill Toothman, Gene James, Bill Hall. I can't remember the fifth one. But that
was the Marshall basketball team. And we were quite proud because we won that tournament. I
think it was 1947, too, Penny, that our football team got an invitation to the Tangerine Bowl.
And we. got beat. [laughing] But at least we got to go . So but basketball games, that was a big
thing then, as it still is. Football games were great. Downtown movies. I think if you had a
student card, you could go the Keith for fifteen cents. If you didn't have your student card, it
probably cost a quarter.

PM: Did you have to pay an extra fee to get a student card? (WT: No) It wasn't like an activity
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card.
WT: Yeah, if you presented .. .it was like your student activity card. You just carried it in your

billfold. And if you presented, I think you got student prices. And a lot of times, Penny, if you
had a date, you know, you'd call for your girlfriend and you had to ride a city bus. Because we
didn't have a car. Nobody had a car when we went to college. You rode the city bus, went
downtown, went to a movie. Maybe I can remember a restaurant downtown called the
Mayflower. You probably would have had a coke or an ice cream soda. There was another little
restaurant called the Whirligig. I think it's where the First National Bank is now, Fifth Avenue
and Tenth Street. They were famous for their hamburgers. We used to go there a lot. But uh, I
have some real good memories of Marshall. Socially, I think I grew up a lot. And academically,
I'm sure I did, too. And uh, after Marshall, after my studies at Marshall and graduation, I can
honestly say, Penny, that academically, socially, I have always felt, I can hold my own with
anyone. I don't mean that, I don't mean that to be, you know, big-headed or anything. But I've
never had to take the backseat to anyone academically or socially. I can hold my own with any
~~,. P~l tl:wlk; ~~~did .llt~ ~m1¥~WiBt-0~atooe,~eh<ttldh~ave
Huntington in my life. Except my father was in the Veteran's Hospital in Chilicothe, Ohio, all the
time I was in college. And uh, we did go to see him, you know. Probably that was the farthest I
had ever.been away from home. So I think Marshall helped polish a rough stone.

PM: You attended Marshall, you started in 1944 (WT: Right, in the fall) during the war. How m
any men were there on campus when you started? How many male students?
WT: Penny, I cannot give you numbers. But it doesn't seem to me like in my mind there was not
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the majority of students.

PM: I believe I read in Charles Moffat's book, yeah, he published a book. .. (WT: He was a great
history professor) yes. That 1944 there was 720 students. I believe 60 were men. That sounds
like you were outnumbered.

WT: See, it wasn't much of a majority. I can't remember the student body being that small. But
perhaps it was, ifhe says it was. [laughing] And like I said, after the war the veterans came back.
And then I.. .. I was thinking about the time I graduated. There was about 2,000 students at
Marshall .. .in all, in the full classes. And that might not be accurate. But that was like after the
war and Marshall built up a lot then. They had to do some temporary building. Like the
engineering building was just like a pre-fab building put up hurriedly. There was some like trailers
brought in on campus for married couples. Housing was getting to be a little bit tight. So I'm
sure that's when the student body started growing. I can't remember there just being sixty
people. Sixty men. But I don' t think we were in the majority. Because you know, most of the
boys that were college age were in service. I, being fifteen, wasn't quite ready to go yet.
[chuckles]

PM: Most of the other male students that you remember, were they younger or why were they
still at Marshall?
WT: Penny, I don't guess I ever really thought about that. Like looking in the yearbook there,

this is just one. But I remember there was one blind boy. I'm sure that he was there because he
couldn't have been in service. (PM: A black boy?) No, blind. (PM: Oh, I'm sorry) No, there
were no black students. (PM: That's what I understood) No, there were no black students there
until I went back to do my graduate work. Then Marshall opened the graduate school only. And
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I did my graduate work between '53 and '55, so it was in there probably (PM: '54 I think) it was
in there somewhere that they admitted the black students to graduate school. Because I
remember there were some, I had some classes with some very nice young men.

But looking

back, I can't remember ...I can't remember the male and female ratio being that lopsided. Perhaps
because I was fifteen it didn't matter. You know.

PM: Okay. What kind of changes did you notice the most when the veterans started coming
back, when the war was ending?
WT: Uh ...maybe classes were a little bit crowded, maybe classes were a little bit harder to get in

the classes that you needed. The social life might have been a little bit more carefree. I think
those of us who had not been in the war, I think perhaps we looked up to 'em a little bit. Maybe
they were a little older, a little wiser. Worldly wise, anyway. You know, I can remember VE
day, that' s when the war ended in Europe. I remember that we went marching down Fourth
Avenue towards town. Man, we were yelling at everybody, "The war is over in Europe." I can't
remember if the whole college let out or not, but there was an awful lot of people went down
Fourth Avenue that day. Just really happy. But I can't, I can't tell you a whole lot more about
the influx of the veterans coming back. Seems like I remember they did. I remember there was
more people on campus. And like I said, maybe the classes were bigger.

PM: Do you remember VJ Day?
WT: Yes, but that was in, I think that happened in August. And I was not on campus. I was

home. And I guess we were very happy, because my brother was in service and he had been
wounded in France. This has nothing to do with Marshall. But my father also got, my father got
his left arm shot off in France in World War I. My brother was wounded with a machine gun in
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the arm below the shoulder in World War II. So when I went in the service, I was hoping they
wouldn't send me to France. [laughing softly]

PM: How did the war affect social life on campus?
WT: Uh, Penny, in that...gasoline was rationed. And I don't know that, I know that, I don't

know if you've read about this or not. But there were so many things that were rationed. For
example, during the war each person was issued a ration book. And these ration books had little
stamps in 'em. And there would be a stamp that was for a pair of shoes. And you couldn't get a
pair of shoes without a ration stamp. Then you were probably only allowed two pair a year. And
uh, you know, that would cut into your dressing. Especially for a girl, I would think, you know.
She couldn't have as many pair of shoes as they have today. Things were just harder to get for
civilians. This is like candy bars. There were times when you couldn't find a good candy bar in
Huntington. They just didn't make ... what they made went to the soldiers. Cigarettes were hard
to get. You couldn't find a pack of Lucky's or Camel's or anything like that. You were lucky if
you could find an off-brand of cigarettes. Like I said, they didn't make automobiles. And hardly
anyone that I knew had a car. The only cars were like, the boys who lived in Huntington, they
could borrow their dad's car, maybe. Transportation. You had to depend on city transportation
Like I said, if you were going to a ball game or going to a dance or something, if you didn't have
a buddy that had a car that you could borrow, you either had to go on the bus or you took a taxi.
Those are some of the things I can remember from the war. Material goods were scarce. Moneywise, you know, you didn't have a lot of money, but things didn't cost a whole lot, either. It
seems to me like that my folks gave me like $50 a month. That was for my spending money and
my college expenses. And I think I paid my room and board out of that, too. So you can see
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quite a bit of difference today.

PM: What were the biggest changes you saw at the end of the war?
WT: Probably in attitude of the people. You know, during the war, Penny, part of my time was
in high school. And you know, we had scrap drives. Like the school would have a drive to
collect metal. And see, they would collect metal and send the foundries to melt down. So people
really, you know, they were all for the war effort. They really tried to help America win that war.
And you sacrificed a lot. Then I think when the war was over, it was a different attitude. We
were happy, free, free of that burden of war. And maybe things ... things were just a little happier.
And see, there was, my family never owned an automobile until I graduated from college and I
bought one. Because see, my dad only had one arm. He could not drive, because the cars all
back then had clutches and gear shifts in the floor. And with one arm you couldn't manipulate
that. And Mom always told us that Dad was going to buy us a car when the boys got big enough
to drive. But when the boys got big enough to drive, Dad was in the Veteran's Hospital in
Chillicothe. So we didn't have a car. But uh ..... .. END OF SIDE 2, TAPE 1

BEGIN SIDE 1-TAPE 2

PM: This is Penny Messinger. This tape is the 2nd tape of an interview with Wilburn Triplett of
Salt Rock, West Virginia. At the end of the last tape he was talking about automobiles and the
automobile he purchased when he began teaching high school after he graduated from college in
'48. Please continue
WT: Well, as I said, that's just another change that I noticed, Penny. They started making
automobiles again probably in '46. And people were again able then to buy automobiles and
transportation became a little easier. Except for me, I still rode the Logan bus home every
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weekend. [chuckles]
PM: What kind of changes did this make on campus?
WT: It might have resulted in a little bit more commuters, you know, people commuting to

campus. There was an awfully lot of people didn't commute during the war. So I'd say that there
was more people commuted. I can't offhand think of anything else that it changed.
PM: Were there many GI' s in your fraternity?
WT: Uh ... yes. I remember that I would say like in probably my senior year, Penny, that'd be the

fall of '47, when they were coming back. They joined the fraternities then. I don't know, I get
the feeling that in latter years fraternities have not held that great a spot in the student's thinking
as they did back then. In other words, students going to college today, it isn't the most necessary
thing in the world that they join a fraternity or a sorority. It's not that important to them today. I
think when, it was important to me. I guess I can only speak for myself. But it was.
PM: How many GI's joined your fraternity?
WT: We had, we had a large fraternity. Large for that time, I'd say, with a membership of forty.

And this would be just off the cap. I can't really remember. But I'd say eight or ten of them were
GI's.
PM: Eight or ten of the forty?
WT: Yeah. Because they .. ..

PM: How many might join in one year?
WT: Maybe four or five.

PM: Out of how many total?
WT: Oh, you might have ten or twelve in a pledge class of fifteen.
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PM: Were there any married students in the fraternity?
WT: Yeah.

PM: How many?
WT: I would say not over two that I can remember. And those were veterans who came back

and their wives came, you know, on campus with them and they lived in some of those trailers I
was talking about. And of course, see, they had their GI Bill then. They could go to school on
their GI Bill and you know, their wives came and I think a lot of their wives went to college,
maybe just starting.

PM: Were they pretty active?
WT: Yes. As active as any of the rest of us were.

PM: Do you remember anything about the cadets that were on campus during the war?
WT: Not really, Penny. Seems like that's a blank in my mind. It must not have been too

important to me. I just really can't remember. It seemed like there was a group what I would call
pre-officer's training. And they had a group that after college they would go in the service maybe
do an officer's training school. But I could not elaborate on that. I really can't give you anything.
Forty years ago is a long time.

PM: I understand that some of the students, some of the cadets were in villages or cottages
during some of the war. Some of them were in the Prichard Hotel downtown. You don't
remember anything about that?
WT: No, they were not.. .I only lived in Hodges my senior year, which is after the war, and I

cannot remember them.

PM: Okay. How did you contribute to the war effort? When you were in college?
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WT: Penny, I don't know that I did a great deal, except at the time, in your mind you thought

you did. You ... you bought you know, like U.S . Savings bonds today, only we called them war
bonds back then. It's the same idea. But you know, like I think maybe the cheapest one was
maybe $18.75. And you just didn't have that much money at one time. So what you did, you got
a little book and you bought saving stamps, like for a quarter. So every once in a while you'd buy
a stamp, and then you'd get your little book and turn it in for a savings bond. And they uh, well,
I'm sure it's true. I started to say they led us to believe, but I'm sure it was true that buying the
savings stamps to savings bonds contributed some. I can remember in high school being more
active in like I told you the scrap drives. I can remember that my cousin and I, one time we took
a boat and went down the Guyan River and got old tires that were, you know, stuck on the banks.
Because you know, rubber was very scarce. And we would collect those old tires. And we, there
used to be a big general store there at the mouth of Fall Creek. And Walter Messinger was the
proprietor of the store and uh, he would take those tires and somebody would come along
evidently with a big truck and collect them and take them somewhere and melt 'em down and
make new tires. We would do things like that. I can remember going to school many a time,
maybe it was with a piece of scrap iron. And out in front of the high school we would, you know,
have a big pile and you donated your scrap iron. I can even remember like down at the barn or
crib or something like, Mom's old galoshes or something, that were rubber. I can remember like
if they were wore out or something, I can remember taking those. I guess I was only in college
one year during the war, '44 to '45, because it was over in '45. I can't remember doing a lot,
Penny, to tell you the truth. There was no such thing as, I'm not going to say like I, I didn't roll
bandages or anything like that. I can't remember. I think I did more in high school than that first
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year in college.

PM: You said that you served in the military service. In Korea. Tell me .. .(WT: During the war)
Okay, I'm sorry, during the Korean War.
WT: I didn't go to Korea. I took basic training at Fort Knox, Kentucky. And then while I was
there, evidently they were re-establishing the Army Administrative School at Fort Jackson, South
Carolina. And they went through our records. And uh, I remember there was two or three ofus
that were college graduates and had been teachers. And so, from Fort Knox, we were sent to
Fort Jackson, South Carolina as instructors as the Army Administrative School. It was really,
where I was, it was a clerical procedures-type school. And we taught soldiers to keep Army
records. We were the instructors who taught them how to keep their records. Part of the school
was typing. But my main course was to teach them to do Army service records and all this thing
called morning reports and duty rosters and things of that nature. So I spent my time at Fort
Jackson as an instructor at this school. And again, Marshall played a big part of that. Because I
had learned to be a teacher at Marshall.

PM: And you came back to Marshall for awhile after the war?
WT: Yeah, we had our GI Bill, and so, I got of service in '53 February. And I started on my
master's that summer, finished it in '55. And the Korean GI Bill paid for my master's.

PM: Were you active in the fraternity when you came back? (WT: No) Why not?
WT: I only went there during the summer. I taught there in the fall. And I think active, it's more
active in the winter time. But I never, I never was active in it again.

PM: What kind of changes did you notice at Marshall?
WT: I won't say I noticed a lot then. I think it was when I went back probably in the late '60s or
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early '70s when I decided I would do some post-graduate work. The campus had changed quite a
bit.

PM: Tell me about...how had it changed?
WT: More buildings for one thing, Penny. When I was there the business department was in Old

Main. I think it was on the third floor of Old Main. And now you know they have a whole new
building. See, I took all my math courses in Old Main. I took all my English courses in Old
Main. Science was, the science courses that I took was in Northcott. Which is .. .is home
economics there now?

PM: It's used for a variety of classes.
WT: Okay. But there, you know, Twin Towers is there now. The Student Union is gone. The

new one is there, but it's not like the old one.

PM: How is it different? How would you describe the differences?
WT: The one there, it's much larger, of course. See, our bookstore was in the basement of Old

Main. Not being a college student, maybe I don't see this now, Penny. But I don't see a, I don't
see that friendliness, that closeness that seemed like I think we had at the old Student Union when
you went in. Seemed like everybody knew everybody. And maybe it's just because I don't know
everybody. But uh ...I guess at the old Student Union everything was just sort of in one big room
and the-fountain and booths over here with just a little partition. That's about all there was to it.
And now the new student building has a lot of different rooms, annexes and so on. I think the old
phys ed building's gone. I noticed that the library is, been added to a lot since I was there. Most
of my graduate history was in the, the history department was in the library. I don't know where
it's at now.
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PM: The history department now? (WT: Uh-huh) It' s in Smith Hall [was at the time of
interview-as of 1999 History Department was in Harris Hall] On the fourth floor mainly.
WT: The science building, I can't remember when it was built, Penny, if they was building on it

about the time I graduated or not. Or it was either then because I was doing my graduate work in
the '50s. Maybe .. .. .

PM: I don't remember.. .I've read when it was completed. It seems like it was around '51.
WT: And there's a lot of new dormitories. In the past few years, I have been teaching some

classes for the Marshall Community College at the career center where I've been teaching. And I
know I had to go down there to a meeting one time. And I think I discovered that the community
college is in our old dining hall. [it was at the time of interview-is now located on 7th Avenue and
20 th Street, in Cabell Hall] Between-, that's where I used to eat a lot. So I've never been in the
Henderson Center. I'm sure it' s very nice. But I've never been there. See, that's new. The
campus is much larger.

PM: So you would say that's the biggest change you've seen?
WT: Yeah, right now.

PM: What other kinds of changes have you noticed?
WT: Okay, when I went back, it was in the '70s, Penny, to do some post-graduate work. I think

the first class I had on campus, it was in the summer. But I went and dressed as we did when we
were in college. And by the way, when I was in college, you only wore dress pants and shirts. I
would have died before I would have wore a pair of blue jeans. I thought only poor people wore
blue jeans, or overalls, or a sweatshirt. No, you wore dress pants, you wore dress shirts and you
wore a jacket. And a lot of times you were a tie. And so, when I went back in the '70s to do
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some post-graduate work, that's the way I remember I wore dress pants, I wore a white shortsleeved shirt, I wore a tie. Out on campus and I stuck out like a sore thumb. Nobody dresses like
that any more to go to class, do they? It's much more informal. But I noticed that was a change,
the way kids dress today. But I noticed that in high schools, too. In high school I never wore
blue jeans, either. Even coming from a farm. You know, you just didn't wear blue jeans. That
was just the poor people wore blue jeans. But I'm sure there's a lot more changes that I'm not,
that I don't know about. I haven't really been back on campus well, probably for five or six
years. Except just to, we went back to Old Main, my wife and little girl, we went to see Fiddler
on the Roof We really enjoyed it. It was real good. And my niece's little girl was in a dance
recital. But it was in Old Main. Two or three years ago, the FBLA Club, that's Future Business
Leaders Club, you know, from our high-, from our school, was having competition. And I had to
proctor an exam in the new business building. I'm not even sure the name of it. (PM: Corbly)
Corbly, okay. Sometimes I feel a little lost, you know, when I have to go do something like that.
But it won't be long 'til I'll be retired from teaching, I guess, and I don't know ifl'll go back until
my little girl starts. And my little girl IS going to Marshall. (PM: Why?) Is there any other
school? [laughter] Well, her mother also graduated from Marshall, too and so, I can't see any
other school for her. But that's where I want her to go. Of course, I'll let her go where she
wants tp. But I will try to influence her.

PM: I have some more questions here. This is kind of changing the subject back to what we were
talking about earlier. How does the increase in classes after the war affect you?

WT: Penny, probably because the classes got larger, I don't think you had that personal
relationship with your professors perhaps. I remember, I remember having a class in Old Main
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Auditorium. I can't remember what the class was. But I remember the professor was up on
stage. And like the auditorium was full. You were really just a number then. And he lectured,
we took notes and then there was exams. But I don't think you had that personal relationship
with your professors maybe. Except, maybe in some of the oh, I'm trying to say some of the
scientific classes that were still small. I remember like calculus, you know, everybody didn't take
calculus. The numbers in the class were still, you know, reasonable, twenty-, twenty-five maybe.
Things of that nature.. .. I would say that was one of the things. It was, the classes got larger and
you just, it seemed like you lostthat personal relationship. One on one. In the beginning I felt
like every professor knew my name and knew who I was. And that's a good feeling.

PM: Did you think the classes were harder? Several of the people I've interviewed have said that
it really got competitive when the GI's came back.

WT: Probably, probably it did, Penny, because in the-, classes were larger. And you know the
professor couldn't give fifty-two A's out of seventy-five students. And maybe you were
competing for those grades. And probably some of the veterans, they were pretty sharp and
didn't care to speak up in class. Maybe more so than some ofus that had not had as much
experience as they had. I remember going back to graduate school. I could talk in class a lot
easier than I could in undergraduate school. I had a lot more confidence maybe, you know, than
in undergraduate school.

PM: You said that they would speak up in graduate school. What sort of things?
WT: I just mean that they didn't care to answer questions. I don't mean .. .I don't mean in any
rebellious sense. I mean there were times probably, Penny, like I told you, I feel like I was a very
naive little country boy when I started at Marshall. And maybe sitting in that class and knowing
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perfectly well the answer to a question, but not speaking up and answering it, or not giving my
opinion and someone else who did, you know had the same answer I did, had the same opinion I
did, but maybe I didn't have that confidence that I was good, you know, or worthwhile. It took
you a little time to learn that. When you're born on Fall Creek, you just ought to know that we're
some of the best people in the world. [laughing] And some of the smartest!
PM: Well, I seem to have gone through about all my questions. Do you have anything else you 'd

like to add?

WT: Penny, I'll just say this. Some of the happiest memories I've had at Marshall and I think

Marshall is a great school. I feel like I got a good education at Marshall. And I feel like, I feel
like I've had a very successful teaching career. And uh I've learned a lot on the job. I didn't
learn it all at Marshall. I've learned a lot on the job. I feel like Marshall gave me a good
background to go on and become a good teacher. And during, during the '40s, the early '40s, I
think because of the war and we were deprived of a lot of material goods, you know,
maybe ... maybe the time I spent at Marshall would have been different had it been, you know,
during peace time. But maybe it made us work harder for what we got. And maybe we
appreciated it more. I must say that I never had a course at Marshall, Penny, that I called a snap.
I never had a course, Penny, that I called a snap course. I thought the professors were very good.
And, but I thought they made the course meaningful. And Penny, I always had to study in every
class. Some things come easier than others. You can probably tell by the way I talk, English
grammar was not one of my easiest subjects. [chuckling] But I studied and I'm glad I did. I don't
regret it. I think I learned a lot. I've learned a lot on the job, too. But I think, Penny, that I've
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had a real happy life. And there's been up's and down's, of course, but all in all, I've had a good
life. And I don't regret becoming a teacher. A lot of people has told me like with your
mathematics degree, why didn't you go on to like Cape Canaveral or somewhere. But I don't
regret becoming a teacher and I tried to be a good one. And I've seen some of my students go on
and really make a success of themselves. And it's a pleasure to think that maybe you had a small
part in it. So uh, the '40s started out with World War I starting, I mean, World War II starting in
1941. And it lasted until '45 . So those were, you know, kind of tough years. But again, I say, I
think we appreciated what we got, because we had to work hard for it. The latter part of the
'40s, after the war, I think it took a while, you know, to build back up to the material goods that
we were used to having. But all in all it was a happy time. My college days were very happy.
And I still think Marshall is one of the greatest schools! I don't know what else to tell you.

PM: Well, that seems to be all for right now. (WT: Okay)

END OF INTERVIEW
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PM: This is Penny Messinger. Today is April 71\ 1987. I'm interviewing Wilburn Triplett
at his home in Salt Rock. Where are you from originally?
WT: Well, Penny, I would say my roots are in Lincoln County, and was born on a farm, in a little

place that's called Fall Creek. I lived there until I went to college. And then from the farm we
moved to this little, just a village, Pleasant View, which was located where Guyan Valley High
School is.
PM: In Lincoln County. (WT: Yes) What's your current occupation? (WT: Teacher) Where at?
WT: Charles Yeager Career Center at Hamlin.
PM: Also in Lincoln County? (WT: Right) Tell me a little bit about your career.

WT: Well, Penny, for 39 years I have been mainly teaching. When I graduated from Marshall I
taught at Guyan Valley High School for two and a half years. Then the Korean War broke out.
And I went in the service for two years. I came back to Guyan Valley and then, in 1960, I went to
Miami, Florida, and I taught at Horace Mann Junior High School in Miami, Florida for four years.
Then I came back to Guyan Valley. And in 1978, I transferred to the ... we called it the vocational
school then. And I'm still there. And all of this time I mainly taught mathematics or business
subjects.
PM: What was your degree in from Marshall?
WT: My AB was in mathematics and business administration. Then after the Korean War, I went

back on the GI Bill and did a masters in educational administration and supervision with a minor
in social studies. And since then, I have done forty-five hours above my masters. It has been a
scattering of mathematics, business and vocational education.
PM: When did you start to Marshall?
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WT: 1944. The fall of 1944.

PM: Where did you go to high school?
WT: Guyan Valley High School at Branchland. That was between 1940 and 1944.

PM: How long ... how many years did you attend Marshall?
WT: Well, the first time I just went four straight years with the summers off

PM: And you graduated in 1948?
WT: 1948, right, June, I believe it was.

PM: How did you fund your education?
WT: Well, my father was a World War I veteran. And of course, like I told you, we lived on a
farm. And Dad had his left arm shot off in the 111 World War and as a result of that, he received a
small pension. And it was through that, taking part of the money that Dad got from his pension,
they sent me to college. My folks paid for it.

PM: Did you have any jobs while you were at Marshall?
WT: No. I was very fortunate that I didn't have to work. But it didn't take a lot of money back
then either. [chuckles]

PM: How much did you pay for tuition?
WT: As well as I can remember, Penny, tuition was thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents. It might
have been $37.75.

PM: Was that the whole time you were there?
WT: It might have varied a couple of dollars. But I don't remember ever paying $40. I
remember my senior year I lived in Hodges Hall, had a private room. And uh, for a semester the
room cost $50. And it was twelve dollars and a half a month. We ate in the dining hall. And for
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a semester our meal tickets cost $90. That was-, that came out to about a dollar a day.

PM: Tell me what an average day at Marshall would be like. Starting from the beginning,
continuing all the way through.
WT: Okay, let's see..... Well, if you lived in the dorm, of course you had to get up and get ready

for the day and go to the dining hall and eat, come back, brush your teeth, grab your books, and
run, try to make that 8 o'clock class and always give yourself about five minutes to get from
Hodges Hall to Old Main. And uh ... you know, you just went to your classes. And of course,
you'd have a lunch break. And then when classes were over, we usually loafed at the Student
Union some. And then there had to be some time for study. And movies were a great thing then,
too. We downtown to the movies ... that night. But just a typical day, as I remember, you know,
you took your classes seriously. Never cut classes. I can't tell you anything fascinating about
typical days. Just going to class and going to eat. Or going to the Student Union awhile.

PM: Is that pretty typical of all the students?
WT: Well, the crowd I run with I think it was.

PM: Okay. What kind of classes did you take?
WT: Well, as I told you, I majored in mathematics. And at that time, you know, as a freshman

you started out college algebra. I'll tell you an interesting little incident, though. I decided to
major in mathematics. But in high school I had not had geometry. So as a freshman I took my
college algebra. But then I couldn't take my solid geometry until I'd had geometry. So my
sophomore year I had to go over to Marshall High School, or Marshall Lab School, as they called
it and sit with a class of high school sophomores for one year, taking plain geometry. Then, when
I got to be junior, I had to finish up my major, by taking my trip, solid geometry, and analytical
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geometry and two courses of calculus. But I had to make up that geometry.
PM: Did that many students have to do ... have to take make-up classes like that?
WT: No, I think it was just because I had decided to do math as a major. But I had skipped plain

geometry in high school. And you could do that, because there was a high school there on
campus at the time.
PM: Did you fit in pretty well with the kids there?
WT: Well, I would say yes. Because I graduated from high school when I was only fifteen. And

so, at that time, as a sophomore I would have been sixteen. And for high school sophomores, it's
not too big of an age difference.
PM: So how old were you when you started Marshall?
WT: Fifteen.

PM: Fifteen. And how old were you when you graduated?
WT: Nineteen.

PM: That's pretty young.
WT: I think where I probably got ahead, Penny, was you know, this place where we both know is

a wonderful place is Fall Creek. And as a child, I went to a one-room school, we always said in
the head of Fall Creek. And I really think sometimes that see, one_t.eacliec haclalLeight_gr_a_d_e_s_ __
And she had to go through all subjects in all eight grades every day. And uh, ifl was the only kid
in the second grade, I think they just promoted me on to the third grade so they wouldn't have to
fool with me in the second grade, so I'd be up there with two other kids. And so, I got three
double promotions in grade school. And so I started to high school when I was eleven in the
ninth grade, and finished when I was fifteen. It must not been too bad, because I did graduate
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valedictorian.
PM: This school you went to, the grade school, how many children attended, on the average?
WT: Oh, probably I'll say between fifteen and twenty. I remember we had four rows of seats and

you know, maybe five or six seats in a row.
PM: And it went through eight grades? Right?
WT: Yeah, all eight grades .. .in a one-room school. But I've always said, there's some good

points to that. Because I always thought that like when you were younger, you heard the older
children having their lessons. And I think you learn from them. So when you got to that grade,
you know, you were ready for it. And some of the stories that they had read in their reading, we
had sat there and listened to 'em. And so when we got in that grade, we sort of knew what that
story was about. I've sat there and watched the older children work problems on the board. And
you pick up a lot of advanced stuff that way. I tell the kids today, I can visualize our library. It
was a little bench over in the comer of the room. And I think I teacher made a trip to Hamlin,
which was a county seat, maybe once every six weeks. And we'd get us some books. And of
course, we'd read 'em and read 'em and try to read as many as we could before she took 'em
back. Then she'd get us some new ones. And there might be a dozen. eighteen books, on that
little bench. That was our library.
PM: Were there many people at your high school that were the same age that you were?
WT: That particular year there were three ofus, I remember. Avonell Hilton, she graduated at

fifteen. and a nickname Corky Tolls. Her name was really Bernadine, I believe. She graduated at
fifteen. Avonell went on to make teacher. She's teaching math at Guyan Valley now, I believe.
(PM: Avonell Cummings now) Yeah, she's Avonell Cummings today. Corky happens to be
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secretary at Harts High School. It was not uncommon in that day, Penny, to get double
promotions, if you can do the work.

PM: So you didn't feel too out of place being a lot younger than the others.

Or did you?

WT: I don't think in high school I realized it as much as I did in college. Academically I could

keep up with, you know, most of 'em. Socially I was a little young in college. When you're
fifteen and the freshman girls are eighteen, [laughing] you know, you're a little young to ask for
dates and things. So uh, I believe it was in my sophomore year I pledged a fraternity. At that
time it was Alpha Kappa Pi. And then Alpha Kappa Pi merged with Alpha Sigma Phi, oh,
probably my junior, senior year. I can't remember when. But I know we had to tum in our
fraternity pins and get new ones. But I think it was through the fraternity that I enjoyed social life
at Marshall. And with your fraternity brothers, you ... you really had some good mends. And I'm
quite sure that that's a first time I had attended a formal dance, you know, with tuxedos and the
shirts with studs and cuftlinks and uh.... You must remember that during most of my high school
years and part ofmy college years it was during World War II. And having taught now for 39
years and looking at the way young people today expect the end of the school year to be the
proms, the senior trips, during World War II gasoline was rationed. And it was hard to come by.
And I can remember our senior trip. Our senior trip was in the back of a truck with hay and we
went to Camden Park. And to us that was a big thing. But then, in those days, we also had
junior/senior banquets. And we did manage to have a banquet at one of the hotels in Huntington.
I think it was at the Prichard, probably. It was very nice. These are some of the things a farm boy
remembers.
PM: Well, wasn't the fraternity a little bit reluctant to accept you being so young?
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WT: No, not at all. 1...1 waited until I was a sophomore. And during the first year that I was

there, you know, you made friends. And I was .. .I remember Sammy the Soul. He was from New
York and he was a member of the fraternity and he asked me if I was interested in pledging a
fraternity and they would like to have me. And I'm glad I did. It was, as I said, it was good for
me socially. Fraternities also like to keep grade point averages up. They might have just wanted
me for that. [laughing] I don't know.
PM: What was your grade point average through college?
WT: Well, I usually made the Dean's list. But to come right out to a decimal, I can't...I can't

remember. Maybe a 3.72 or something like that. It wasn't straight A's.
PM: Okay. You said you lived in the dorms part of the time.
WT: Okay, when I first started, as a freshman, my sister, who is next older than I, she was

working at Sylvania, which was making some kind of products for the war effort, I can't
remember, radio tubes or something. And uh, so she had an apartment, I stayed with her my
freshman year. And uh, seemed like it was about Fourth Street or something, and I rode a bus to
school. You had to go up town and transfer to the bus to go up Third Avenue. You could go up
Third Avenue then, Penny. And you could come down Fifth! They were both two ways. I can
always remember in the wintertime, transferring buses at Walgreen's. That' s the coldest comer I
the world, I think, in the wintertime. (PM: Where? Which .. .?) It's not Walgreen's now. It's the
comer of Fourth Avenue and Ninth Street.
PM: Down around the plaza.
WT: Yes, I don't know what's on that corner now.

PM: I don't know either. I can't remember, I can't visualize it.
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WT: My sophomore and junior year I stayed with my grandmother in Guyandotte. The

sophomore and junior years I stayed with my grandmother in Guyandotte, because my sister got
married. And then I rode the city bus from there to school and back. And then it was senior year
that I decided to move in the dorms and stay on campus. Oh, by the way, speaking of costs. I
think I paid my grandmother twenty dollar s a month, and that included room and board, and
laundry, you know,just make yourself at home. [chuckles]
PM: Did that pretty well cover your expenses? Or was it the generosity of her heart?

WT: Well, that was, she certainly didn't make any money, I'm sure. Then on the weekends, you
always packed your suitcase and headed for the bus station and went home on the weekends.
And when I first, I'll say especially during my freshman year, you'd go .. .I'd go home on Friday,
and come back on Sunday. And of course, we always called it the Logan bus. It was Trailways, I
guess it was. And uh,
PM: It went from here to Logan? (WT: Yes) from Huntington to Logan?
WT: Yes, from Huntington to Logan. And an awful lot of college students out our way would

ride home. And during the war the bus was really crowded. Penny, I've stood up many times in
the aisle. Then I would bring my clothes home. That's what my suitcase was packed with, my
dirty clothes, bring home to Mom to wash. And looking back, my mother, really, I think she
really sacrificed a lot. Because living on the farm, we had no electricity or gas. And Mom would
have to heat water, maybe down at the creek bank, if it was weather permitting, and wash down
there. And uh, in the wintertime, washed in the house, in the tub. Then ifit, weather permitting,
and we were fortunate to have an old Maytag gasoline washer on the front porch. But still she
had to heat the irons on a coal stove, you know, iron my clothes, shirts, with a flat iron. And
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that's mostly how I went to college. Bringing my clothes home, Mom washing and ironing,
putting them back in, taking them back. But uh, I always felt like I was as well dressed as
anybody else down there.

PM: A gasoline Maytag washing machine?
WT: Yeah. The washing machine had a motor like in your day like a lawn mower. Only gosh, I

remember you had to pump it to get it started. It had a spark plug. And it had a gasoline motor.
And I remember, gosh, everybody on Fall Creek knew when Mother washed, because you could
hear that thing for a mile. [laughing]

PM: How many brothers and sisters did you have?
WT: There's six of us.

PM: How many of them are older than you are?
WT: Three older and three younger.

PM: How many of them went to college?
WT: My oldest sister went to college. And she had, she had graduated while I was in high

school. So I've always thought that probably inspired me to go. The others went to business
school, or my brother, Bobby, went to electrical school. He's an electrician today for the Dade
County Board of Education in Miami, Florida. My brother, James went in the war, 2nd World
War, while I was in college, I believe it was. No, he went in while I was in high school; he came
out when I was in college.

PM: Is he older than you? (WT: Yeah) Oh, he had, I guess he would have had to have been.
Okay. You lived in the dorms. Which dorm .... (WT: Hodges) .. you said Hodges Hall.
That was the only dorm for male students then, wasn't it?
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WT: Let's see ... .Laidley, that was for girls, Hodges was for boys. But at the time, Penny, there
was a part of Old Main (PM: College Hall) yeah, that was for boys. (PM: For boys?) Yeah, at
that time. Because I remember some of my fraternity brothers lived there.

PM: I wasn't aware of that. Which part was it? I know that part of it was called College Hall
and it was used as a girl's dorm.

WT: Okay, now back in the '40's ... .and this might have been.... remember the 2nd World War was
over, you know, like in 1945. And after that, the college was really flooded with veterans. There
was a lot of veterans came back. And it might have been that they turned it into a boy's dorm
then. I really don't remember when. But I can remember going there, you know, some ofmy
fraternity brothers lived there. I don't remember the girls .. .I'm sure the girls didn't live there
then. There was no such thing as a mixed dorm. That would have been unheard of The girls
lived then in Laidley Hall, I believe it was called.

PM: Which years are we talking about here?
WT: Uh, '46, 47. Along in there, I think.

PM: Okay. What kind of regulations did you have when you were living in the dorm?
WT: Not too strict on the boys.

PM: What kind of ..did you have an hour or a certain time you had to be in, a certain hour?
WT: I cannot remember that the boys did. The girls did. If you had a date with someone who
lived in Laidley Hall, you always had to remember they had to be in, this has been a long time ago,
Penny, I can't remember. I'd say during the week like at 9 o'clock, maybe on the weekends at
11. If you had a college dance, you had to get special permission like to keep your date out to 12.
They locked the doors. They couldn't get in. [chuckles] But in Hodges, I can't remember that we
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had any restrictions. As you know, to the hours. We were pretty free to come and go.
PM: Did you have to make the arrangements for keeping your date out late?
WT: No, I can't remember that I did. I think she did, with the house mother. As long as she

knew she was going to have a date in advance, you know.
PM: Okay. Was there any kind ofa house parent?
WT: Yes, we had a house mother. Very, very nice. We called her a house mother at the dorm.

She was very nice. If you had any problems, you could go talk to her about 'em, about
housekeeping or.. .. But otherwise, we always knew she was there. But, you know, she'd let us
alone, as long as we came back by ourselves, like we ought to.
PM: Okay. What can you tell me about the food you had in the dorm? (WT: When I lived in the

dorms?) Mmm-hmm.
WT: Penny, I'm probably one of the few people in history that thinks dining hall food was good.

Really, I didn't really complain that much about the food. A lot of people did. But I think a lot of
it goes back to growing up on a farm. And you know, it's like whatever Mom had to cook, she
cooked and that's what we eat. And you didn't complain too much, because that's all there was.
And I think I've always, I grew up with that attitude maybe towards going to the table. You
know, you 're thankful for what you had. You ate it. I had no complaints about the dorm food.
But a lot of the kids did.
PM: What kind of relation ...relations were there between faculty and students? How would you

describe them?
WT: I think when I went, Penny, there was a lot less students on campus. And uh, I think that

you got to know your professors more on a one to one basis, than maybe you do now. I took
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several classes, you know, maybe to the same professor. And they at least knew your name. You
were not a number. They knew your name. I always felt like I could go in and sit down and talk
with them, if I had special problems with the class.
PM: Did you ever do that?
WT: Yes, mmm:..hmm. And you know, they had offices and you just made appointments, if you

were having a little difficulty with something. You know, maybe with a research paper or
something you wanted to talk to them about it. And they were very nice to talk to. You know, I
have some good memories of some college professors.
PM: Who sticks out in your mind?
WT: In mathematics, a lady, Miss [inaudible] .... she was an excellent teacher. Very down to

earth. And college mathematics, to me, was not the easiest thing in the world. It was very
difficult. But I was determined to major in math. And Miss [inaudible], she made it so plain, it
was, you couldn't help but learn. I remember Dr. Wolford, in the business department, such a
fine gentleman. And the English department, Miss Flowers, she was great. I remember I had
freshman English with her. Wrote my first term paper. Because we didn't write one in high
school. I never will forget my subject, or why I picked it, I don't know. I wrote a term paper on
education in China during the war. Turned out to be interesting. But why I picked it I can't
remember. I had American Literature with Miss Flowers. She was good. Dr. Davis in social
studies. Later, I believe this was in graduate school, but I remember Dr. Toole as being a great
history professor. He made history so interesting. Physical education, I can remember Tom
[inaudible].... I think Dr. Newsome, who was my critic teaching for student teaching, he stands
out in my mind as being one of the greatest teachers. This is odd that, I told you about having to
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go to the lab school and do geometry. And then when I was a senior, I went back to the lab
school and did student teaching in geometry. And so, I got a good background in geometry.
END OF SIDE 1 - BEGIN SIDE 2 - TAPE 1
WT: Well, those of some of the ones I remember. I remember Dr. Smith, who was president of

the college at, like my senior year. He was really another I call down to earth guy. I remember
that I believe it was at our winter formal, our fraternity dance, and on the way home, anyhow,
there was an accident. One of my fraternity brothers was killed in a car accident. And he was
from Kermit. And I know the day of the funeral Dr. Smith took his car, took some ofus
fraternity boys to Kermit to the funeral. I thought that was very nice. Otherwise, I couldn't have
gone. I had no way to go. But uh.... Well, those of some of the ones I remember like right off
hand. I'm sure there's others.
PM: Okay. How would you describe the relationship you had with your advisor?
WT: Penny, this is terrible for me stay. I cannot remember having an advisor. Do you think we

didn't have them back in those days?
PM: I don't know. [laughter]
WT: I think that.. .I think ...it runs in my mind that I was going to the dean of the teacher's college,

you know, maybe for, you know, to make sure I was taking the right subjects in the right order
that I should have. You would go in there and check. My mind is blank. Ifl had an advisor, I
can't remember it. Isn't that awful? Now, in graduate school I did. I remember Dr. Woods was
my advisor for my graduate work.
PM: Let's talk some about the Model School, the lab school. (WT: Okay) Did you ever see any

of the students you attended the geometry class with outside of class?
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WT: No. I was the only college student sitting in the geometry class. And I don't know if they
looked at me as a college student or what. But there were, I never did see 'em socially or
anything of that nature. I might have seen or spoke to them. But not socially.
PM: But they knew you were a college student?

WT: Right, they knew I was a freak sitting in there. No. I think they knew I hadn't had
geometry and I think that they accepted that fact. When I did my student teaching, those kids
were sophomores. And see, Marshall High had a basketball team at that time. So I remember
like the next year, when I went to Guyan Valley as a teacher, and we played Marshall High
School. And I remember a lot of my students came to the game and I got to see some of them
again. It was very nice.
PM: They remembered you.

WT: Oh, yeah, I was their geometry teacher.
PM: Are you still in contact with any of the people you knew in your fraternity?

WT: No, not really, Penny, I guess it's been too many years. We didn't stay in touch. I stay in, I
stay in touch with several boys I was in the Army with, and that's odd. Because I went in service
in 1951, which in only like two years and a half after I graduated from college. But uh, seems like
there was an extra fiiendship that grew out of being in service, your Army buddies. And I still
keep in touch with several of those. But a couple of years ago, my wife and little girl and I went
to Myrtle Beach. And I have a good mend who lives in Florence, South Carolina. And we
stopped on the way back to visit him. One summer I did some graduate work at the, it's a branch
ofNew York University. I was in the Catskill mountains of New York, a little town called
[inaudible]. ... and uh, another Army buddy lived in Hancock, New York, and we went down
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visited with him, stayed with him. My wife was with me at the time. She went with me to New
York to school. And there was a special friendship, seems like, grew out of the Army buddies.
The college fraternity buddies, we've just kind of gone out of touch, I guess. I don't see them.

PM: Why did you decide to join the fraternity?
WT: Penny, I think that it was the thing to do. It made you .. .I can look back now and say this. It
made you feel like a big man on campus, if you had a fraternity pin. You, maybe it was just in
your own mind. But you felt like, you know, you were up on the social ladder a little. And the
fraternities, they were the ones who had the informal dances and formal dances. And it seemed
like if you really wanted to take part in things socially, joining a fraternity was the thing to do.
And I'm really glad I did. I think it helped me a lot. But you don't have too many formal dances
on Fall Creek. [laughing]

PM: Did most of the friends that you had that were in the fraternity, did you become friends
through the fraternity, or did you already know them before you joined?

WT: I think the majority of the~ I would have to say, was thromzh the fraternify. I knew some

of them before I joined. And I think, you know, that s how comei joined Alpha Kappa Pi at the
time. Because I knew some of them. And they wanted, they wanted me to join, which made be
feel pretty good.

PM: Most of the friends you made in college, or most of the friends you associated with in
college, where did you meet them?

WT: Well, I'd have to say you met some of them in class. You met some of them through the
fraternity, socially at dances. You'd meet your buddy's girlfriend. And then, we hung out a lot
at the Student Union. That's where you went to have lunch sometimes, when you didn't live in
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the dorm. And I didn't live in the dorm the first three years. So I usually had lunch at the Student
Union. I had a toasted ham salad sandwich about every day.

PM: How much did it cost?
WT: Well, it probably cost a dollar fifteen cents for the sandwich and a nickel for the coke, I

1magme.

PM: What else did you do when you went to the Student Union?
WT: Well, they had a jukebox. I hardly ever danced. I wasn't that good, for one thing. And

then, during the day, I didn't think you should just get up and start jitter-bugging. Jitter-bugging
was the thing then. That was the dance that we did. A lot of people played cards. But Penny, I
never was a good card player, because my mother was very religious and she would not allow a
deck of cards in our house. I didn't know how to play cards, because we weren't allowed to play
cards at home. And I think a lot of times if you don't learn some things growing up, you either
don't know how or you're not too interested in .... I have played cards since. But I'm still not too
good. But a lot of people played cards then. I remember they played Hearts a lot. Sometimes
you just sit and t~ I guess, kill time.

PM: Say we're coming in from the outside and you open a door and you look in, tell me what
you see. At the Student Union.
WT: Okay, now this is the old Student Union that's gone. (PM: The Shawkey Center) Right.

Okay, if you came in the door that would be east, this was this huge room. And like it had a
hardwood floor. There were couches around the outside the walls. I remember in the far end
there was a piano. There was a jukebox. Then there was like a little partition maybe with little
slats you could see through, and that was over at the fountain, where you could get sandwiches,
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cokes and booths. I remember that also there was a, beyond that fountain, there was probably a
couple of meeting rooms. And that's where my fraternity always had their meetings, because
during the war we did not have a house, we did not have a fraternity house. And so we ...
PM; Why not?
WT: I guess money was scarce. I don't know. But we didn't have a house. And we had our

meetings in that little room in the Student Union. Then there would be, you know, people sitting
around, talking. Sometimes somebody would be playing the piano. Mostly [inaudible]. .. folks,
smoking.
PM: Okay. Were most of your social activities connected with your fraternity? (WT: Yes) What

kind ..describe some of them to me, for me.
WT: Well, Penny, I guess one of the outstanding things would be, we'd usually have a winter
formal and a spring formal. And uh, I remember that I think maybe the first dance I rented a tux.
And uh, then I bought one. And of course, in those days, tux, there was just one kind. They
were black. That's it. And you wore white shirts. That was it. And uh, the dances were usually
at one of the country clubs. Once I remember going to the Huntington Women's Club. And
Penny, not many ofus had cars at that time. You must remember that there were no cars made
from 19 like about 1942 to oh, I can't remember. It was '46, something like that, because of the
war, you know. They didn't make automobiles for civilians. So you were very lucky if one of
your fraternity brothers had a car and you and your date could go with he and his date. And
usually that's kind of the way, we doubled up, you know. Some of the boys lived in Huntington
and they could borrow their daddy's car for the night. We had some informal dances. Then
Penny, I guess one thing I remember was going out, the fraternity would maybe rent the 4H camp
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on Davis Creek. And this would just be for an infonnal party. But sometimes we called it a beer
party. And you know, you would buy kegs of beer. And sometimes we would have a truck with
hay in it. We'd call it going on a hay ride. And we would ride out there on the back of a truck on
the hay with your dates. And Penny, I must confess, I never could stand the taste of beer. And
today, I am fifty-eight years old and I still can't stand the taste of beer. I couldn't then. And to
be a fraternity man, I would get a mug of beer and nurse on it all evening, or ifl got a chance, I'd
pour it out and act like I drunk it. But I absolutely could not stand the taste ofit, and I can't
today. It's not that uh, it's not that I am so holy. I don't mean that. It just .. .! don't like it. But
you know, that was the thing. Then the after, Saturday afternoon football games. We went to
Fairfield Stadium. And then in the winter, went to the basketball games. Before there was a
memorial center, before there was a Henderson Center, downtown there was a Arena Gardens.
And some of the games were played there. I guess one of the things I do remember was in 1947,
Marshall won the NAIB tournament. And I can even remember that the players were Andy
Toglevich. Because I sat beside Andy in so many classes because our names both started with
T's, you know. Bill Toothman, Gene James, Bill Hall. I can't remember the fifth one. But that
was the Marshall basketball team. And we were quite proud because we won that tournament. I
think it was 1947, too, Penny, that our football team got an invitation to the Tangerine Bowl.
And we got beat. [laughing] But at least we got to go. So but basketball games, that was a big
thing then, as it still is. Football games were great. Downtown movies. I think if you had a
student card, you could go the Keith for fifteen cents. If you didn't have your student card, it
probably cost a quarter.

PM: Did you have to pay an extra fee to get a student card? (WT: No) It wasn't like an activity
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card.
WT: Yeah, if you presented ...it was like your student activity card. You just carried it in your

billfold. And if you presented, I think you got student prices. And a lot of times, Penny, if you
had a date, you know, you'd call for your girlfriend and you had to ride a city bus. Because we
didn't have a car. Nobody had a car when we went to college. You rode the city bus, went
downtown, went to a movie. Maybe I can remember a restaurant downtown called the
Mayflower. You probably would have had a coke or an ice cream soda. There was another little
restaurant called the Whirligig. I think it's where the First National Bank is now, Fifth Avenue
and Tenth Street. They were famous for their hamburgers. We used to go there a lot. But uh, I
have some real good memories of Marshall. Socially, I think I grew up a lot. And academically,
I'm sure I did, too. And uh, after Marshall, after my studies at Marshall and graduation, I can
honestly say, Penny, that academically, socially, I have always felt, I can hold my own with
anyone. I don't mean that, I don't mean that to be, you know, big-headed or anything. But I've
never had to take the backseat to anyone academically or socially. I can hold my own with any
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Huntington in my life. Except my father was in the Veteran's Hospital in Chilicothe, Ohio, all the
time I was in college. And uh, we did go to see him, you know. Probably that was the farthest I
had ever been away from home. So I think Marshall helped polish a rough stone.

PM: You attended Marshall, you started in 1944 (WT: Right, in the fall) during the war. How m
any men were there on campus when you started? How many male students?
WT: Penny, I cannot give you numbers. But it doesn't seem to me like in my mind there was not
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the majority of students.

PM: I believe I read in Charles Moffat's book, yeah, he published a book .. .(WT: He was a great
history professor) yes. That 1944 there was 720 students. I believe 60 were men. That sounds
like you were outnumbered.
WT: See, it wasn't much of a majority. I can't remember the student body being that small. But

perhaps it was, if he says it was. [laughing] And like I said, after the war the veterans came back.
And then I.. .. I was thinking about the time I graduated. There was about 2,000 students at
Marshall .. .in all, in the full classes. And that might not be accurate. But that was like after the
war and Marshall built up a lot then. They had to do some temporary building. Like the
engineering building was just like a pre-fab building put up hurriedly. There was some like trailers
brought in on campus for married couples. Housing was getting to be a little bit tight. So I'm
sure that's when the student body started growing. I can't remember there just being sixty
people. Sixty men. But I don't think we were in the majority. Because you know, most of the
boys that were college age were in service. I, being fifteen, wasn't quite ready to go yet.
[chuckles]

PM: Most of the other male students that you remember, were they younger or why were they
still at Marshall?
WT: Penny, I don't guess I ever really thought about that. Like looking in the yearbook there,

this is just one. But I remember there was one blind boy. I'm sure that he was there because he
couldn't have been in service. (PM: A black boy?) No, blind. (PM: Oh, I'm sorry) No, there
were no black students. (PM: That's what I understood) No, there were no black students there
until I went back to do my graduate work. Then Marshall opened the graduate school only. And
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I did my graduate work between '53 and '55, so it was in there probably (PM: '54 I think) it was
in there somewhere that they admitted the black students to graduate school. Because I
remember there were some, I had some classes with some very nice young men.

But looking

back, I can't remember...! can't remember the male and female ratio being that lopsided. Perhaps
because I was fifteen it didn't matter. You k.t1ow.
PM: Okay. What kind of changes did you notice the most when the veterans started coming

back, when the war was ending?
WT: Uh .. .maybe classes were a little bit crowded, maybe classes were a little bit harder to get in

the classes that you needed. The social life might have been a little bit more carefree. I think
those ofus who had not been in the war, I think perhaps we looked up to 'em a little bit. Maybe
they were a little older, a little wiser. Worldly wise, anyway. You know, I can remember VE
day, that's when the war ended in Europe. I remember that we went marching down Fourth
Avenue towards town. Man, we were yelling at everybody, "The war is over in Europe." I can't
remember if the whole college let out or not, but there was an awful lot of people went down
Fourth Avenue that day. Just really happy. But I can't, I can't tell you a whole lot more about
the influx of the veterans coming back. Seems like I remember they did. I remember there was
more people on campus. And like I said, maybe the classes were bigger.
PM: Do you remember VJ Day?
WT: Yes, but that was in. I think that happened in August. And I was not on campus. I was

home. And I guess we were very happy, because my brother was in service and he had been
wounded in France. This has nothing to do with Marshall. But my father also got, my father got
his left arm shot off in France in World War I. My brother was wounded with a machine gun in
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the ann below the shoulder in World War II. So when I went in the service, I was hoping they
wouldn't send me to France. [laughing softly]
PM: How did the war affect social life on campus?
WT: Uh, Penny, in that. .. gasoline was rationed. And I don't know that, I know that, I don't

know if you've read about this or not. But there were so many things that were rationed. For
example, during the war each person was issued a ration book. And these ration books had little
stamps in 'em. And there would be a stamp that was for a pair of shoes. And you couldn't get a
pair of shoes without a ration stamp. Then you were probably only allowed two pair a year. And
uh, you know, that would cut into your dressing. Especially for a girl, I would think, you know.
She couldn't have as many pair of shoes as they have today. Things were just harder to get for
civilians. This is like candy bars. There were times when you couldn't find a good candy bar in
Huntington. They just didn't make ... what they made went to the soldiers. Cigarettes were hard
to get. You couldn't find a pack of Lucky's or Camel's or anything like that. You were lucky if
you could find an off-brand of cigarettes. Like I said, they didn't make automobiles. And hardly
anyone that I knew had a car. The only cars were like, the boys who lived in Huntington, they
could borrow their dad's car, maybe. Transportation. You had to depend on city transportation
Like I said, if you were going to a ball game or going to a dance or something, if you didn't have
a buddy that had a car that you could borrow, you either had to go on the bus or you took a taxi.
Those are some of the things I can remember from the war. Material goods were scarce. Moneywise, you know, you didn't have a lot of money, but things didn't cost a whole lot, either. It
seems to me like that my folks gave me like $50 a month. That was for my spending money and
my college expenses. And I think I paid my room and board out of that, too. So you can see
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quite a bit of difference today.
PM: What were the biggest changes you saw at the end of the war?
WT: Probably in attitude of the people. You know, during the war, Penny, part of my time was

in high school. And you know, we had scrap drives. Like the school would have a drive to
collect metal. And see, they would collect metal and send the foundries to melt down. So people
really, you know, they were all for the war effort. They really tried to help America win that war.
And you sacrificed a lot. Then I think when the war was over, it was a different attitude. We
were happy, free, free of that burden of war. And maybe things ... things were just a little happier.
And see, there was, my family never owned an automobile until I graduated from college and I
bought one. Because see, my dad only had one arm. He could not drive, because the cars all
back then had clutches and gear shifts in the floor. And with one arm you couldn't manipulate
that. And Mom always told us that Dad was going to buy us a car when the boys got big enough
to drive. But when the boys got big enough to drive, Dad was in the Veteran's Hospital in
Chillicothe. So we didn't have a car. But uh....... END OF SIDE 2, TAPE 1
BEGIN SIDE 1-TAPE 2

PM: This is Penny Messinger. This tape is the 2nd tape of an interview with Wilburn Triplett of

Salt Rock, West Virginia. At the end of the last tape he was talking about automobiles and the
automobile he purchased when he began teaching high school after he graduated from college in
'48. Please continue
WT: Well, as I said, that's just another change that I noticed, Penny. They started making

automobiles again probably in '46. And people were again able then to buy automobiles and
transportation became a little easier. Except for me, I still rode the Logan bus home every
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weekend. [chuckles]

PM: What kind of changes did this make on campus?
WT: It might have resulted in a little bit more commuters, you know, people commuting to
campus. There was an awfully lot of people didn't commute during the war. So I'd say that there
was more people commuted. I can't offhand think of anything else that it changed.

PM: Were there many GI's in your fraternity?
WT: Uh .. .yes. I remember that I would say like in probably my senior year, Penny, that'd be the
fall of '47, when they were coming back. They joined the fraternities then. I don't know, I get
the feeling that in latter years fraternities have not held that great a spot in the student's thinking
as they did back then. In other words, students going to college today, it isn't the most necessary
thing in the world that they join a fraternity or a sorority. It's not that important to them today. I
think when, it was important to me. I guess I can only speak for myself But it was.

PM: How many GI'sjoined your fraternity?
WT: We had, we had a large fraternity. Large for that time, I'd say, with a membership of forty.
And this would be just off the cap. I can't really remember. But I'd say eight or ten of them were
Gl's.

PM: Eight or ten of the forty?
WT: Yeah. Because they ... .

PM: How many might join in one year?
WT: Maybe four or five.

PM: Out of how many total?
WT: Oh, you might have ten or twelve in a pledge class of fifteen.
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PM: Were there any married students in the fraternity?
WT: Yeah.

PM: How many?
WT: I would say not over two that I can remember. And those were veterans who came back

and their wives came, you know, on campus with them and they lived in some of those trailers I
was talking about. And of course, see, they had their GI Bill then. They could go to school on
their GI Bill and you know, their wives came and I think a lot of their wives went to college,
maybe just starting.
PM: Were they pretty active?
WT: Yes. As active as any of the rest of us were.

PM: Do you remember anything about the cadets that were on campus during the war?
WT: Not really, Penny. Seems like that's a blank in my mind. It must not have been too

important to me. I just really can't remember. It seemed like there was a group what I would call
pre-officer's training. And they had a group that after college they would go in the service maybe
do an officer's training school. But I could not elaborate on that. I really can't give you anything.
Forty years ago is a long time.
PM: I understand that some of the students, some of the cadets were in villages or cottages

during some of the war. Some of them were in the Prichard Hotel downtown. You don't
remember anything about that?
WT: No, they were not.. .I only lived in Hodges my senior year, which is after the war, and I

cannot remember them.
PM: Okay. How did you contribute to the war effort? When you were in college?
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WT: Penny, I don't know that I did a great deal, except at the time, in your mind you thought

you did. You ... you bought you know, like U.S. Savings bonds today, only we called them war
bonds back then. It's the same idea. But you know, like I think maybe the cheapest one was
maybe $18.75. And you just didn't have that much money at one time. So what you did, you got
a little book and you bought saving stamps, like for a quarter. So every once in a while you'd buy
a stamp, and then you'd get your little book and tum it in for a savings bond. And they uh, well,
I'm sure it's true. I started to say they led us to believe, but I'm sure it was true that buying the
savings stamps to savings bonds contributed some. I can remember in high school being more
active in like I told you the scrap drives. I can remember that my cousin and I, one time we took
a boat and went down the Guyan River and got old tires that were, you know, stuck on the banks.
Because you know, rubber was very scarce. And we would collect those old tires. And we, there
used to be a big general store there at the mouth of Fall Creek. And Walter Messinger was the
proprietor of the store and uh, he would take those tires and somebody would come along
evidently with a big truck and collect them and take them somewhere and melt 'em down and
make new tires. We would do things like that. I can remember going to school many a time,
maybe it was with a piece of scrap iron. And out in front of the high school we would, you know,
have a big pile and you donated your scrap iron. I can even remember like down at the barn or
crib or something like, Mom's old galoshes or something, that were rubber. I can remember like

if they were wore out or something, I can remember taking those. I guess I was only in college
one year during the war, '44 to '45, because it was over in '45. I can't remember doing a lot,
Penny, to tell you the truth. There was no such thing as, I'm not going to say like I, I didn't roll
bandages or anything like that. I can't remember. I think I did more in high school than that first
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year in college.
PM: You said that you seived in the military seivice. In Korea. Tell me .. .(WT: During the war)

Okay, I'm sorry, during the Korean War.
WT: I didn't go to Korea. I took basic training at Fort Knox, Kentucky. And then while I was

there, evidently they were re-establishing the Army Administrative School at Fort Jackson, South
Carolina. And they went through our records. And uh, I remember there was two or three of us
that were college graduates and had been teachers. And so, from Fort Knox, we were sent to
Fort Jackson, South Carolina as instructors as the Army Administrative School. It was really,
where I was, it was a clerical procedures-type school. And we taught soldiers to keep Army
records. We were the instructors who taught them how to keep their records. Part of the school
was typing. But my main course was to teach them to do Army service records and all this thing
called morning reports and duty rosters and things of that nature. So I spent my time at Fort
Jackson as an instructor at this school. And again, Marshall played a big part of that. Because I
had learned to be a teacher at Marshall.
PM: And you came back to Marshall for awhile after the war?
WT: Yeah, we had our GI Bill, and so, I got of service in '53 February. And I started on my

master's that summer, finished it in '55 . And the Korean GI Bill paid for my master's.
PM: Were you active in the fraternity when you came back? (WT: No) Why not?
WT: I only went there during the summer. I taught there in the fall. And I think active, it's more

active in the winter time. But I never, I never was active in it again.
PM: What kind of changes did you notice at Marshall?
WT: I won't say I noticed a lot then. I think it was when I went back probably in the late '60s or
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early '70s when I decided I would do some post-graduate work. The campus had changed quite a
bit.

PM: Tell me about...how had it changed?
WT: More buildings for one thing, Penny. When I was there the business department was in Old

Main. I think it was on the third floor of Old Main. And now you know they have a whole new
building. See, I took all my math courses in Old Main. I took all my English courses in Old
Main. Science was, the science courses that I took was in Northcott. Which is .. .is home
economics there now?

PM: It's used for a variety of classes.
WT: Okay. But there, you know, Twin Towers is there now. The Student Union is gone. The

new one is there, but it's not like the old one.

PM: How is it different? How would you describe the differences?
WT: The one there, it's much larger, of course. See, our bookstore was in the basement of Old

Main. Not being a college student, maybe I don't see this now, Penny. But I don't see a, I don't
see that fiiendliness, that closeness that seemed like I think we had at the old Student Union when
you went in. Seemed like everybody knew everybody. And maybe it's just because I don't know
everybody. But uh .. .I guess at the old Student Union everything was just sort of in one big room
and the fountain and booths over here with just a little partition. That's about all there was to it.
And now the new student building has a lot of different rooms, annexes and so on. I think the old
phys ed building's gone. I noticed that the library is, been added to a lot since I was there. Most
ofmy graduate history was in the, the history department was in the library. I don't know where
it's at now.
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PM: The history department now? (WT: Uh-huh) It's in Smith Hall [was at the time of
interview-as of 1999 History Department was in Harris Hall] On the fourth floor mainly.

WT: The science building, I can't remember when it was built, Penny, if they was building on it
about the time I graduated or not. Or it was either then because I was doing my graduate work in
the '50s. Maybe .. ...

PM: I don't remember...I've read when it was completed. It seems like it was around '51.
WT: And there's a lot of new dormitories. In the past few years, I have been teaching some
classes for the Marshall Community College at the career center where I've been teaching. And I
know I had to go down there to a meeting one time. And I think I discovered that the community
college is in our old dining hall. [it was at the time of interview-is now located on 7th Avenue and
20th Street, in Cabell Hall] Between-, that's where I used to eat a lot. So I've never been in the
Henderson Center. I'm sure it's very nice. But I've never been there. See, that's new. The
campus is much larger.

PM: So you would say that's the biggest change you've seen?
WT: Yeah, right now.

PM: What other kinds of changes have you noticed?
WT: Okay, when I went back, it was in the '70s, Penny, to do some post-graduate work. I think
the first class I had on campus, it was in the summer. But I went and dressed as we did when we
were in college. And by the way, when I was in college, you only wore dress pants and shirts. I
would have died before I would have wore a pair of blue jeans. I thought only poor people wore
blue jeans, or overalls, or a sweatshirt. No, you wore dress pants, you wore dress shirts and you
wore a jacket. And a lot of times you were a tie. And so, when I went back in the '70s to do
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some post-graduate work, that's the way I remember I wore dress pants, I wore a white shortsleeved shirt, I wore a tie. Out on campus and I stuck out like a sore thumb. Nobody dresses like
that any more to go to class, do they? It's much more informal. But I noticed that was a change,
the way kids dress today. But I noticed that in high schools, too. In high school I never wore
blue jeans, either. Even coming from a farm. You know, you just didn't wear blue jeans. That
was just the poor people wore blue jeans. But I'm sure there's a lot more changes that I'm not,
that I don't know about. I haven't really been back on campus well, probably for five or six
years. Except just to, we went back to Old Main, my wife and little girl, we went to see Fiddler
on the Roof We really enjoyed it. It was real good. And my niece's little girl was in a dance
recital. But it was in Old Main. Two or three years ago, the FBLA Club, that's Future Business
Leaders Club, you know, from our high-, from our school, was having competition. And I had to
proctor an exam in the new business building. I'm not even sure the name ofit. (PM: Corbly)
Corbly, okay. Sometimes I feel a little lost, you know, when I have to go do something like that.
But it won't be long 'til I'll be retired from teaching, I guess, and I don't know if I'll go back until
my little girl starts. And my little girl IS going to Marshall. (PM: Why?) Is there any other
school? [laughter] Well, her mother also graduated from Marshall, too and so, I can't see any
other school for her. But that's where I want her to go. Of course, I'll let her go where she
wants to. But I will try to influence her.

PM: I have some more questions here. This is kind of changing the subject back to what we were
talking about earlier. How does the increase in classes after the war affect you?

WT: Penny, probably because the classes got larger, I don't think you had that personal
relationship with your professors perhaps. I remember, I remember having a class in Old Main
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Auditorium. I can't remember what the class was. But I remember the professor was up on
stage. And like the auditorium was full. You were really just a number then. And he lectured,
we took notes and then there was exams. But I don't think you had that personal relationship
with your professors maybe. Except, maybe in some of the oh, I'm trying to say some of the
scientific classes that were still small. I remember like calculus, you know, everybody didn't take
calculus. The numbers in the class were still, you know, reasonable, twenty-, twenty-five maybe.
Things of that nature. ... I would say that was one of the things. It was, the classes got larger and
you just, it seemed like you lost that personal relationship. One on one. In the beginning I felt
like every professor knew my name and knew who I was. And that's a good feeling.
PM: Did you think the classes were harder? Several of the people I've interviewed have said that

it really got competitive when the GI' s came back.
WT: Probably, probably it did, Penny, because in the-, classes were larger. And you know the

professor couldn't give fifty-two A's out of seventy-five students. And maybe you were
competing for those grades. And probably some of the veterans, they were pretty sharp and
didn't care to speak up in class. Maybe more so than some ofus that had not had as much
experience as they had. I remember going back to graduate school. I could talk in class a lot
easier than I could in undergraduate school. I had a lot more confidence maybe, you know, than
in undergraduate school.
PM: You said that they would speak up in graduate school. What sort of things?
WT: I just mean that they didn't care to answer questions. I don't mean .. .I don't mean in any

rebellious sense. I mean there were times probably, Penny, like I told you, I feel like I was a very
naive little country boy when I started at Marshall. And maybe sitting in that class and knowing
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perfectly well the answer to a question, but not speaking up and answering it, or not giving my
opinion and someone else who did, you know had the same answer I did, had the same opinion I
did, but maybe I didn't have that confidence that I was good, you know, or worthwhile. It took
you a little time to learn that. When you're born on Fall Creek, you just ought to know that we're
some of the best people in the world. [laughing] And some of the smartest!
PM: Well, I seem to have gone through about all my questions. Do you have anything else you'd

like to add?

WT: Penny, I'll just say this. Some of the happiest memories I've had at Marshall and I think

Marshall is a great school. I feel like I got a good education at Marshall. And I feel like, I feel
like I've had a very successful teaching career. And uh I've learned a lot on the job. I didn't
learn it all at Marshall. I've learned a lot on the job. I feel like Marshall gave me a good
background to go on and become a good teacher. And during, during the '40s, the early '40s, I
think because of the war and we were deprived of a lot of material goods, you know,
maybe ... maybe the time I spent at Marshall would have been different had it been, you know,
during peace time. But maybe it made us work harder for what we got. And maybe we
appreciated it more. I must say that I never had a course at Marshall, Penny, that I called a snap.
I never had a course, Penny, that I called a snap course. I thought the professors were very good.
And, but I thought they made the course meaningful. And Penny, I always had to study in every
class. Some things come easier than others. You can probably tell by the way I talk, English
grammar was not one of my easiest subjects. [chuckling] But I studied and I'm glad I did. I don't
regret it. I think I learned a lot. I've learned a lot on the job, too. But I think, Penny, that I've
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had a real happy life. And there's been up's and down's, of course, but all in all, I've had a good
life. And I don't regret becoming a teacher. A lot of people has told me like with your
mathematics degree, why didn't you go on to like Cape Canaveral or somewhere. But I don't
regret becoming a teacher and I tried to be a good one. And I've seen some of my students go on
and really make a success of themselves. And it's a pleasure to think that maybe you had a small
part in it. So uh, the '40s started out with World War I starting, I mean, World War II starting in
1941. And it lasted until '45. So those were, you know, kind of tough years. But again, I say, I
think we appreciated what we got, because we had to work hard for it. The latter part of the
'40s, after the war, I think it took a while, you know, to build back up to the material goods that
we were used to having. But all in all it was a happy time. My college days were very happy.
And I still think Marshall is one of the greatest schools! I don't know what else to tell you.

PM: Well, that seems to be all for right now. (WT: Okay)

END OF INTERVIEW
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